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Please find below a communication from the EXAMINER in charge of this application. 

Commissioner of Patents 



1. The reply filed on February 23, 2003 is not fully 
responsive to the prior Office action because of the 
following omission (s) or matter (s) : More particularly, 
applicants have not fully complied with the requirement set 
forth in paragraph No. 3 of Paper No. 5 requiring the 
assignee to state which entity is the prior inventor of the 
conflicting subject matter in each of the two applications 
referred to. Although it is noted that applicants have filed 
a Declaration of common ownership in their response of 
February 23rd stating that they are the owners of the 
invention set forth in Serial No. 09/518,463 (which has now 
been abandoned) they have failed to even mention which entity 



PTOL-90 (Rev. 6/84) 



1 - PATENT APPLICATION FILE COPY 



Serial No. 09/877,621 
Art Unit 1771 



is the prior inventor of the conflicting subject matter in 
Serial No. 09/490,709. Additionally, although it is noted 
that claims 1-12 have been cancelled, this requirement is 
nevertheless not considered to be moot, particularly in light 
of applicants' statement on page 13 of their response of 
February 23rd, second complete paragraph wherein they state 
"a fair reading of the amended claims will reveal that the 
departures from the previous claims were for clarification 
purposes only, and that applicants did not narrow the claims 
in any material respect". Accordingly, the Examiner must 
hold applicants' reply to this issue not to have been fully 
responsive. See 37 CFR 1.111. Since the above-mentioned 
reply appears to be bona fide, applicants are given ONE (1) 
MONTH or THIRTY (30) DAYS from the mailing date of this 
notice, whichever is longer, within which to supply the 
omission or correction in order to avoid abandonment. 
Extensions of this time period may be granted under 37 CFR 
1.136(a) . 

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or 
earlier communications from the examiner should be directed 
to Daniel Zirker whose telephone number is (703) 308-0031. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday -Thursday from 
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8:30 A.M. to 6:00 P.M. The examiner can also be reached on 
alternate Fridays . 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Terrel Morris, can 
be reached on (703) 308-2414. The fax phone number for this 
Group is (703) 872-9310. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the 
status of this application or proceeding should be directed 
to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 
308-0661. 
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